
The 144,000 From Revelation – Mystery Uncovered 

The book of Revelation speaks of a group of a 144,000 faithful believers in Chapters 7 and 14 
(two chapters) 

Rev 7 1After this I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, holding back the 
four winds of the earth, that no wind might blow on earth or sea or against any tree. 2 Then I 
saw another angel ascending from the rising of the sun, with the seal of the living God, and he 
called with a loud voice to the four angels who had been given power to harm earth and 
sea, 3 saying, “Do not harm the earth or the sea or the trees, until we have sealed the servants 
of our God on their foreheads.” 4 And I heard the number of the sealed, 144,000, sealed from 
every tribe of the sons of Israel: 

5 12,000 from the tribe of Judah were sealed, [Jewish] 
12,000 from the tribe of Reuben, [not Jewish] 
12,000 from the tribe of Gad, [not Jewish] 
6 12,000 from the tribe of Asher, [not Jewish] 
12,000 from the tribe of Naphtali, [not Jewish] 
12,000 from the tribe of Manasseh, [not Jewish] 
7 12,000 from the tribe of Simeon, [not Jewish] 
12,000 from the tribe of Levi, [part of the Southern Kingdom, Levites - Jews] 
12,000 from the tribe of Issachar, [not Jewish] 
8 12,000 from the tribe of Zebulun, [not Jewish] 
12,000 from the tribe of Joseph, [not Jewish] 
12,000 from the tribe of Benjamin were sealed [Southern Kingdom of Judah, Bejamite – Jewish]. 

Key Points listed above: 
- 12 groups of 12,000  
- Located on the Earth  
- Sealed on their forehead  
- No sex is given, so they can be male or female 
- Where is Ephraim and Dan? 

 
 
Rev 14 1Then I looked, and behold, on Mount Zion stood the Lamb, and with him 144,000 
who had his name and his Father's name written on their foreheads. 2 And I heard a voice from 
heaven like the roar of many waters and like the sound of loud thunder. The voice I heard was 
like the sound of harpists playing on their harps, 3 and they were singing a new song before the 
throne and before the four living creatures and before the elders. No one could learn that song 
except the 144,000 who had been redeemed from the earth. 4 It is these who have not defiled 
themselves with women, for they are virgins. It is these who follow the Lamb wherever he goes. 
These have been redeemed from mankind [humanking] as firstfruits for God and the 
Lamb, 5 and in their mouth no lie was found, for they are blameless. 
 
 
 



Key Points for Rev 14 144,000: 
- 1 monolithic Group of 144,000 (not broken down into groups)  
- Located on the heavenly on Mt. Zion standing with the Lamb of God (Jesus)  
- Name of God and Jesus WRITTEN on their forehead (NOT SEALED)  
- They are singing new song and are the ONLY ones ABLE to sing the new song  
- Redeemed from the Earth  
- ‘Appear’ to be male spiritual virgins  
- They are 1st Fruits, as in feast of First Fruits which is observed during Pentecost. 
- They are Blameless, without fault  

 
Reviewing the descriptive attributes listed in either chapter, there appears to be nothing in 
common from each chapter except the overall number of 144,000 in each chapter.  

Secondly, every single attribute listed in Revelation 7 is different than Revelation 14: 

Rev 7 Key Attributes: 
- 12 groups of 12,000:   Rev 14 – 1 group of 144,000 
- Located on the Earth:   Rev 14 – located in Heaven 
- Sealed on their forehead   Rev 14 – Name of God WRITTEN on forehead 
- No sex is given (male/female?) Rev 14 -  From the human race - Mankind 
- Each group has a Tribe name Rev 14 – No Tribe name given – mystery 
- No mention of singing   Rev 14 – Described as singing a new song 

 

Thirdly, the most notable attribute is the Rev 14 group is ‘present tense’ singing ‘a new song’ 
and this group is the ONLY ones able “learn that song”.  There also happens to be ‘a new song’ 
sung in Revelation 5.  Question – is there only one new song, or two?  Let us consider there is 
only one for sake of this discussion. 

Revelation 5: 9-10: 

 9 And they sang ‘a new song’, saying, 

“Worthy are you to take the scroll 
    and to open its seals, 
for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God 
    from every tribe and language and people and nation, 
10 and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God, 
    and they shall reign on the earth.” 

11 Then I looked, and I heard around the throne and the living creatures and the elders the voice 
of many angels, numbering myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands, [144,000 from Rev 
14?] 

Understanding that ‘a new song’ is sung first in Revelation 5, then it would appear that the 
Revelation 14 group of 144,000 might also be present in the scene in Revelation 5.  Secondly 
from verse 11, this 144,000 might be represented as the ‘thousands of thousands’ reference.  
Assuming this to be the case, then the Revelation 14 group of men redeemed from the earth 
are already present in the Throne room in Heaven in Revelation 5. 



What therefore can be said for the 144,000 from Revelation 7 who are still on the earth and not 
sealed yet as of the start of the chapter? 

This would imply that there are TWO groups of 144,000.  THESE ARE NOT THE SAME groups 
based on the information provided in these chapters. 

The Revelation 7 and 14 groups seem to have nothing in common other than their overall 
number of 144,000. Where else in scripture do we see two groups of 144,000? 

King David had 288,000 in his army which is 2 x 144,000.  

1st Cronicles 27:1 This is the number of the people of Israel, the heads of fathers' houses, the 
commanders of thousands and hundreds, and their officers who served the king in all matters 
concerning the divisions that came and went, month after month throughout the year (12 
months), each division numbering 24,000. (12 x 24,000 = 288,000). 

If we make the assumption that there are indeed two groups of 144,000 described in the book 
of Revelation, we can investigate further the ‘un-named’ group from Revelation 14. This group 
is not given a name, there is no tribe listed to describe it or give it a name.  It is a mystery. 

 

The 144,000 from Revelation 14 – WHO ARE THEY ? 

Let’s take the clues given to us in Revelation 14 and make an attempt to identify this group of 
144,000 from clues given elsewhere in scripture: 

Rev 14 1Then I looked, and behold, on Mount Zion stood the Lamb, and with him 144,000 
who had his name and his Father's name written on their foreheads. 2 And I heard a voice from 
heaven like the roar of many waters and like the sound of loud thunder. The voice I heard was 
like the sound of harpists playing on their harps, 3 and they were singing a new song before the 
throne and before the four living creatures and before the elders. No one could learn that song 
except the 144,000 who had been redeemed from the earth. 4 It is these who have not defiled 
themselves with women, for they are virgins. It is these who follow the Lamb wherever he goes. 
These have been redeemed from mankind [humankind?] as first fruits for God and the 
Lamb, 5 and in their mouth no lie was found, for they are blameless. 
 
1. Standing ‘before the Throne’ on heavenly Mt Zion: 

Jeremiah 31 - 6 For there shall be a day when watchmen will call 
    in the hill country of Ephraim: ‘Arise, and let us go up to Zion, 

Hosea 9: - 8The prophet is the watchman of Ephraim with my God [on Mt. Zion?] 

Isaiah 52 – 8The voice of your watchmen—they lift up their voice; together they sing 
for joy; for eye to eye they see the return of the Lord to Zion. [We have watchmen 
singing in Zion who see the Lord return] 

Conclusion – Ephraim is before before the Throne of God based on these verses. 

2. They are 144,000 in number: 



Deut 33 - 17 A firstborn bull—he [Joseph] has majesty, 
    and his horns are the horns of a wild ox; 
with them he shall gore the peoples, 
    all of them, to the ends of the earth; 
they are the ten thousands of Ephraim,  [Rev 14 has 144,000 = ‘tens of thousands’] 
    and they are the thousands of Manasseh.” [Rev 7 has 12,000 = ‘thousands’] 

Conclusion – Ephraim is listed as being ‘tens of thousands’ which matches 144,000 
in the same way Manasseh is represented in Rev 7 at 12,000. 

3. Redeemed from the earth: 

Zech 10 - 7 Then Ephraim shall become like a mighty warrior, and their hearts shall 
be glad as with wine. Their children shall see it and be glad; their hearts shall rejoice 
in the Lord.8 “I will whistle for them and gather them in, for I have redeemed them, 

Conclusion – Ephraim is redeemed 

4. First-Fruits of God: 
Jeremiah 31 – 9c for I [God] am a Father to Israel, and Ephraim is my firstborn. 
Conclusion – Ephraim is God’s firstborn [fruits] 

 
5. Follow the Lamb wherever He goes: 

Psalm 60 - 6 God has spoken in his holiness: “With exultation I will divide up Shechem 
and portion out the Vale of Succoth 7 Gilead is mine; Manasseh is mine; Ephraim is my 
helmet; Judah [Jesus] is my scepter. 
Conclusion - Ephraim is the helmet of the Lord, then Ephraim MUST go where ever the 
Lord goes 

Conclusion: 

Above are 5 clues that point to the 144,000 in chapter 14 of Revelation being “Ephraim”, or 
from the ‘Tribe of Ephraim’ in the same way as the 12 Tribes are listed in Revelation chapter 7.  
Furthermore, as noted in the first section, there is no Tribe of Ephraim listed in chapter 7.  It is 
missing from the list.  Ephraim is a mystery.  Therefore we see the following: 

x There appears to be two groups of 144,000 when the descriptive attributes from 
Revelation 7 and 14 are analyzed.  Secondly, King David’s arm was made up of 
288,000 (2 x 144,000). 

x The Revelation 7 list of tribes does NOT include Ephraim, where is it? 
x The Revelation 14 group is NOT named, therefore who is it? 
x There are 5 descriptive attributes from Revelation 14 that align with descriptive 

attributes of people from the Tribe of Ephraim 

The above rationale points to the Revelation 14 group of 144,000 being made up of sons of the 
Tribe of Ephraim, which are NOT named in Rev 7.  Mystery solved.  God Bless 


