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Psalms 19:4 “Their line is gone out through all the earth, and their words to the end of the world. In them hath he
set a tabernacle for the sun,” 
Jeremiah: 'he stretched out a line' in Lamentations 2:8 The LORD hath purposed to destroy the wall of the
daughter of Zion: he hath stretched out a line, he hath not withdrawn his hand from destroying: therefore he made
the rampart and the wall to lament; they languished together.

God's draws lines in the sand and stretches lines:  the plumb lines combine grace and law.......if we cross
them......judgement follows. Spiritually we're not standing upright. In Amos 7-8 there is no more time/space for
intercession by the prophet.

Context Amos 7-8:

Amos was sent to the northern tribes to prophesy against idolatry under Rehoboam. God shows him multiple
visions of judgement and draws a plumb line (measuring line to divide the land). A plumb line does not deviate, it
does not provide excuses, it does not just tell you what you want to hear, it does not change. It is unerringly
straight and right. The Lord is going measure Israel like that – the Lord measures us (living stones, making up the
spiritual house of the Lord) like that. This is of course not the only time in the Bible that the image of a plumb line
is used. The Bible often pictures the Lord God as a builder. Everything built by God is built up around Him – you
and I are like living stones build as a spiritual house unto God’s Glory. And the plumb line of God’s Word the Bible
keeps us straight and true.

Now, picture a plumb line hanging from the sun:

Amos 7 & 8 | Plumb line | Fate of harlot church and her offspring (death, division, pollution, captivity)

7 Thus hath the Lord God shewed unto me; and, behold, he formed grasshoppers in the beginning of the shooting
up of the latter growth; and, lo, it was the latter growth after the king's mowings. 2 And it came to pass, that when
they had made an end of eating the grass of the land, then I said, O Lord God, forgive, I beseech thee: by whom
shall Jacob arise? for he is small. 3 The Lord repented for this: It shall not be, saith the Lord. 4 Thus hath the Lord
God shewed unto me: and, behold, the Lord God called to contend by fire, and it devoured the great deep, and did
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eat up a part. 5 Then said I, O Lord God, cease, I beseech thee: by whom shall Jacob arise? for he is small. 6 The
Lord repented for this: This also shall not be, saith the Lord God.7 Thus he shewed me: and, behold, the Lord
stood upon a wall made by a plumbline, with a plumbline in his hand. 8 And the Lord said unto me, Amos, what
seest thou? And I said, A plumbline. Then said the Lord, Behold, I will set a plumbline in the midst of my people
Israel: I will not again pass by them any more:
9 And the high places of Isaac shall be desolate, and the sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid waste; and I will rise
against the house of Jeroboam with the sword. 10 Then Amaziah the priest of Bethel sent to Jeroboam king of
Israel, saying, Amos hath conspired against thee in the midst of the house of Israel: the land is not able to bear all
his words. 11 For thus Amos saith, Jeroboam shall die by the sword, and Israel shall surely be led away captive
out of their own land. 12 Also Amaziah said unto Amos, O thou seer, go, flee thee away into the land of Judah,
and there eat bread, and prophesy there: 13 But prophesy not again any more at Bethel: for it is the king's chapel,
and it is the king's court. 14 Then answered Amos, and said to Amaziah, I was no prophet, neither was I a
prophet's son; but I was an herdman, and a gatherer of sycomore fruit: 15 And the Lord took me as I followed the
flock, and the Lord said unto me, Go, prophesy unto my people Israel. 16 Now therefore hear thou the word of the
Lord: Thou sayest, Prophesy not against Israel, and drop not thy word against the house of Isaac. 17 Therefore
thus saith the Lord; Thy wife shall be an harlot in the city, and thy sons and thy daughters shall fall by the sword,
and thy land shall be divided by line; and thou shalt die in a polluted land: and Israel shall surely go into captivity
forth of his land.

Amos 8 | Basket summer fruit | That day | Remembering the flood of Egypt | Darkening/sun going down by
noon | Feast (eclipse party?) turned into mourning
1 Thus hath the Lord God shewed unto me: and behold a basket of summer fruit. 2 And he said, Amos, what
seest thou? And I said, A basket of summer fruit. Then said the Lord unto me, The end is come upon my people of
Israel; I will not again pass by them any more. 3 And the songs of the temple shall be howlings in that day, saith
the Lord God: there shall be many dead bodies in every place; they shall cast them forth with silence. 4 Hear this,
O ye that swallow up the needy, even to make the poor of the land to fail, 5 Saying, When will the new moon be
gone, that we may sell corn? and the sabbath, that we may set forth wheat, making the ephah small, and the
shekel great, and falsifying the balances by deceit? 6 That we may buy the poor for silver, and the needy for a pair
of shoes; yea, and sell the refuse of the wheat? 7 The Lord hath sworn by the excellency of Jacob, Surely I will
never forget any of their works. 8 Shall not the land tremble for this, and every one mourn that dwelleth therein?
and it shall rise up wholly as a flood; and it shall be cast out and drowned, as by the flood of Egypt. 9 And it shall
come to pass in that day, saith the Lord God, that I will cause the sun to go down at noon, and I will darken the
earth in the clear day: 10 And I will turn your feasts into mourning, and all your songs into lamentation; and I will
bring up sackcloth upon all loins, and baldness upon every head; and I will make it as the mourning of an only son,
and the end thereof as a bitter day. 11 Behold, the days come, saith the Lord God, that I will send a famine in the
land, not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the words of the Lord: 12 And they shall wander
from sea to sea, and from the north even to the east, they shall run to and fro to seek the word of the Lord, and
shall not find it. 13 In that day shall the fair virgins and young men faint for thirst. 14 They that swear by the sin of
Samaria, and say, Thy god, O Dan, liveth; and, The manner of Beersheba liveth; even they shall fall, and never
rise up again.

Bible verses about Plumb Line 
(From Forerunner Commentary)

Isaiah 28:16-17

In verse 17, the plumb line is defined as justice and righteousness. We have seen that already in our word
"upright," a synonym of "vertical." What is upright is righteous, and God will judge according to that standard. He
will set us up so that we can see—and He can see—how close we are adhering to godly judgment and right
doing. He and we will see how much we are living by the standard.

He writes, ". . . the hail will sweep away the refuge of lies, and the waters will overflow the hiding place." The
process of this judgment will sweep away 1) the deceptions that we have allowed ourselves to believe and 2) the
hidden, secret sins that we have allowed to continue. We will not be able to hide from the lies and the sins that
we have ignored for so long.

The plumb line is nothing to sneeze at. God is serious. When He holds the plumb line next to His people, He is
deadly serious, "eternal life and death" serious—especially to those who are converted. We had better measure
up.
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Richard T. Ritenbaugh  

Lamentations 2:8-10

Jeremiah does not specifically use the term "plumb line" here, but in verse 8, he uses "line," meaning a
measuring line: "He has stretched out a line." It is a similar image. When a workman lays down concrete or puts
up posts for a fence, he stretches out a line to make sure that his work meets the measurements for that
particular project. God has done this as well. He has stretched out a line, and the implication is that, in this case,
the daughter of Zion has crossed it! So He said, "That's it!" and He did all these terrible things that Lamentations
speaks of. God destroyed the wall, made the people suffer lack and degradation, etc.

In destroying the wall—taking away the people's source of protection—He will determine who trusts Him and who
does not. He will see who will stick by Him and His way of life and who will not. When the wall is destroyed,
people and their characterss are exposed. Then God will see just where they stand—on which side of the line: on
His side or on the other side.

Verse 9 mentions scattering: "Her king and her princes are among the nations." It also speaks of disregard of His
law: "The Law is no more." He writes also, "Her prophets find no vision from the LORD," meaning there is a
disconnect between God's people and God Himself. They are not getting the instruction they need.

Richard T. Ritenbaugh 
The Two Witnesses (Part 5)

Amos 7:7-9

In construction, the plumb line tests whether what was erected is perpendicular to the square, that is, if it is
straight up and down, if it is upright. It provides a standard against which one can measure what he has built.
Metaphorically, when God draws near with the plumb line, He is looking for those people who are living and
abiding in His grace and His law. The Israelites' moral standards had degenerated, so their religious profession
was not verified by the right kind of works. They were not upright; they failed the test.

Amos has no opportunity to intercede at this point. God will no longer relent. "I will not pass by them anymore"
means that God would not overlook their sins any longer. And, if He will not pass by them, He must
pass through them. The plumb line shows that He will pass through "with the sword" in judgment; His patience
and forgiveness have finally ended. He could no longer defer the punishment for their sins—the time had come
to destroy them.

God passes through by destroying "the high places of Isaac," the altars and idols of the false religions
responsible for the moral, spiritual, and ethical decline of the people. They worshipped Baal and a host of other
foreign deities (Judges 10:6). They set up sacred pillars and idols throughout the land (I Kings 14:23; II Kings
17:10-13). Some of them even burned their sons in the fire to Molech (Ezekiel 16:20-21). Through their spiritual
harlotry, they abused grace—the free, unmerited pardon of God—and rejected His law.

"The sanctuaries of Israel," the religious shrines of Bethel, Dan, Gilgal, and Beersheba, would also be among the
first to fall. They were the fountainheads of the attitudes of the nation. In them the people were taught to seek the
material prosperity that characterized the nation, and in part they sought this physical abundance through
cultic fornication and fertility rituals done in the name of the eternal God. The religions taught the people how to
sin and do it religiously.

Next, "the house of Jeroboam" would fall through war. Amos refers to Jeroboam I, after whom Jeroboam II was
named, and worse, after whom he followed in his sins. God selected Jeroboam I to become king of the northern
ten tribes of Israel after Solomon (I Kings 11:29-31), however He made the continuance of Jeroboam's dynasty
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contingent upon his obedience (verse 38).

But Jeroboam did not trust God. He thought that the religious festivals and sacrifices would entice Israel to return
to David's line in Judah (I Kings 12:25-27). To counter that possibility, he set up counterfeit shrines in Bethel and
Dan and changed the Feast of Tabernacles from the seventh month to the eighth (I Kings 12:27-33). Jeroboam
turned away from the law of God, causing the people to sin.

Historians examine economics, social conditions, and military strength to determine what causes the rise or fall of
nations, but God shows that His purpose and the morality of the people are the true causes. Thus, God makes
sure that the two major motivators of Israel's spiritual decline, the religious and political leadership, would feel His
wrath first (Isaiah 9:13-16).

John W. Ritenbaugh 

Amos 7:7-9

A major proof of false religion is that it cannot validate its effectiveness before the witness of man, but God can
and does validate the true religion. He produces evidence of His righteousness, power, purpose, and way in
many forms. God has performed miracles, signs, and wonders in the sight of thousands of witnesses.

Without objective assurance from time to time, we would be living in a world of religious make-believe. God
sometimes validates Himself before man by advertising His power through an undeniable occurrence like Jesus'
resurrection (I Corinthians 15:1-8). Men have verified the truths of God through observation and experimentation
(I Kings 18:30-39). Man is thus without excuse (Romans 1:18-25).

On occasion, God also verifies our personal relationship with Him by immediately answering a prayer or
miraculously saving us from harm. On the other hand, if He needs to get our attention, He will shake us awake by
allowing a test or trial to warn us that the relationship is degenerating. Because we are assured that God is with
us, the testing is good. It keeps us from sinking into complacency and pride, both of which will separate us from
Him.

This is what God is addressing in the principle of the plumb line. Amos understood that God was using it to test
the spirituality, morality, and genuineness of the people against the standard. The test answers the question, "Are
they really God's people?" God wants to know if they are exhibiting His characteristics.

This idea of a spiritual standard of measure transferred directly into the New Testament church. God uses similar
imagery, a measuring rod, in Revelation 11:1. To the Laodicean church (Revelation 3:14-22), God uses fire to
refer to a test instead of a plumb line.

As we can see from these examples, the end-time church will be tested. How are we going to build? What will the
test reveal about our Christian growth (I Corinthians 3:9-16)? We are commanded to grow "to the measure of the
stature of the fullness of Christ" (Ephesians 4:13). From this we see that the plumb line is God's revelation of
Himself as the standard.

At first, God's revelation of Himself was direct, visible, and personal, but later, as Israel grew, He revealed
Himself more verbally through the prophets. They recorded His revelation for all time and all people, and we read
it today in our Bibles.

God's law is the primary vehicle He uses to reveal His nature; it defines how He lives. If we want to be in His
Kingdom and live as He does, we must obey His law, but obeying God's law in no way minimizes grace. God
revealed Himself to Israel first as Redeemer and then as Lawgiver. He freed His people from their slavery in
Egypt before He gave them the standard of His law. Grace precedes law. God gives grace first, but He does not
leave His people ignorant of the life that pleases Him, which is revealed in His law.
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The plumb line combines grace and law, and God will test us against both. If we rely on His grace without law, or
on His law without grace, we will not pass the test. If either is abused, we will not measure up to the standard.

Leviticus 19 shows that the revelation of the law is important because it is a verbal description of God's nature.
Our God is a holy God (verse 2), and He expects His representatives to be holy also. But how do we become
holy?

After God redeems us from sin and extends to us His Spirit and grace—His free, unmerited election, He expects
us to follow His instructions. The remainder of Leviticus 19 fills in the details—we become holy by doing these
things. These actions reflect God's nature. Since God is holy, His law is holy, and if we follow His holy law, we
can—with the indwelling of His Holy Spirit—grow to be holy like our holy God.

God chose Israel and extended the offer for a relationship with Him, to walk and fellowship with Him. After Israel's
rejection of it, He has now extended this offer to those He has specifically called and chosen (John 6:44; I
Corinthians 1:26-29).

God loves His people and gives them redemption, grace. He expects it will result in obedience to His law, the
reflection of His nature, so on occasion, He holds a plumb line against them to check their progress. But when He
sees that they have rejected His way of life, He has no choice but to try to guide them to repentance—by any
means necessary.

John W. Ritenbaugh 

Amos 7:8-9

We need to remember that this was originally given to ancient Israel, and the wording applies first of all to the
physical people of Israel. However, it contains a spiritual anti-type that we can apply to the end time. In both the
type and the antitype, Christ is doing the judging. In the end-time fulfillment, this occurs right before the
catastrophe of the Great Tribulation, the time of Jacob's Trouble when things will get really terrible. When the
Lord stands on the wall, He says, "Look, this is what you have to be like. You have to be able to stand here next
to this plumb line and measure yourself to the vertical to see how upright you really are."

He also says, "I will not pass by . . . any more." This means that judgment is coming, and however this judgment
falls, that is it! The first six verses of chapter 7 record two other visions. In those visions, the prophet had said,
"Please God, Israel is such a small people. Will you please pass us by this time?" He means, "Will you please
have mercy and not punish us?" and both times God replied, "Okay, Amos. Because you have asked Me for this,
I will pass by." Now, in this vision of the plumb line, He says, "This time I am going to exact My judgment. I will
pass sentence and execute the penalty."

What does He pass sentence on? The "high places of Isaac" indicates idolatry, as do the "sanctuaries of Israel."
He says He will "rise with the sword against the house of Jeroboam," meaning that He will wreak a great deal of
vengeance upon the leadership of the nation for leading the people away from God and into disaster as they
have.

This is very serious. At the time of the end, when God appears with the plumb line, the end it at hand. His
judgment will come soon. He is about to react violently, exacting the sentence that He thinks is fair and
necessary.

Richard T. Ritenbaugh

Amos 7:10-17

Evidently, Amos' teaching was effective because the people responded - at least it caused a reaction. He was a

http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/26302/eVerseID/26302
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/28390/eVerseID/28393
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Bible.show/sVerseID/22473/eVerseID/22474/
http://www.biblicaljesus.org/
http://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Library.sr/CT/CGGBOOKLETS/k/450/Prepare-To-Meet-Your-God-The-Book-of-Amos-Part-Two.htm
http://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Library.sr/CT/CGGBOOKLETS/k/421/God-Is-What.htm
http://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Audio.details/ID/1563/Isaac.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Bible.show/sVerseID/22475/eVerseID/22482/


good strategist; he preached at the shrines where the people were. His influence radiated out as the word spread
that a prophet from Judah was proclaiming doom for the nation. The people listened and spoke to each other
about his preaching. When Amos accused the religious leaders of Israel of failing to teach God's way of life,
Amaziah, a high religious official of the shrine in Bethel, felt he needed to respond.

As we see in Amos' case, a person can obey God and still receive public persecution. God will not protect us
from all persecution, partly because it affords an opportunity to witness for and glorify Him. Amos' answer to
Amaziah's charges makes this witness and enables him to prophesy further. Additionally, his response instructs
us regarding the nature and function of a prophet.

This also shows a clear example of the biblical use of a plumb line, a building tool used to determine if an object
is upright (verses 7-9). Does God hold the plumb line against Amaziah or Amos? Actually, He judges both.
Amaziah represents the false religions, and Amos represents the true religion. The content of their conversation
reveals how God would judge them. Primarily, though, God was evaluating Amos.

We need to apply the plumb line to ourselves. Are we taking the grace of God for granted? Could God be angry
with some of us in His true church? Revelation 3:14-22 shows that the Laodiceans are sincere when they assert
that they are spiritually complete, but God is ready to vomit them out! Obviously, the Laodiceans are not judging
themselves against God's plumb line, or they would have known they were out of alignment with His will.

Because they feel so secure in their own spirituality, they probably think it incredible that God would single them
out for punishment. It is clear, however, that God punishes those who forsake their part of the covenant with
Him. Revelation 12:17 shows that, on the other hand, Satan persecutes those who keep the commandments of
God and live godly lives.

God's religion is more than keeping the basic Ten Commandments. The Pharisees kept them, but our
righteousness has to exceed theirs (Matthew 5:20). One difference between Christ and the Pharisees was that
Christ's righteousness was positive while the Pharisees' was negative. Though both kept the commandments, the
sincere Pharisee was righteous by avoiding sin, but Christ was righteous by always doing good as well.

The problem of the Laodicean is selfishness, self-concern. His opposite, the Philadelphian (which means
"brotherly love"), is commended by God for his obedience and for doing good. His religion is outward in practice
because he has prepared himself to give and serve through his relationship with God. The Laodicean is too busy
gathering his wealth and indulging himself to give much thought to his fellow man.

Like the Laodiceans, the ancient Israelites concentrated on self-advantage, self-pleasing, and covetousness. This
resulted in their being very hard on the needy and the poor. They ignored doing good works and serving their
brothers. Amaziah apparently felt he needed to speak out and defend "that old-time religion."

John W. Ritenbaugh 

Revelation 11:1

Measuring is "judging against a standard." When we measure a thing, we take something with a
fixed proportion - like a length or a weight that is known or standardized - and we compare it to
whatever we are trying to quantify or measure. We see how it measures up: how long it is, how
wide it is, how tall it is, how heavy it is, etc. We can also see if it fits a pattern or a template that is
necessary for the item to do its part. In our case, one can see if he is fit for the Kingdom of God.

"For the time has come for judgment to begin at the house of God" (I Peter 4:17). We are being
measured, judged, against a standard. "The house of God" is another way of saying "the temple
of God," the phrase used here. Judgment begins at the house of God, and the Two
Witnesses are given the responsibility of measuring the Temple of God. The two verses are
saying basically the same thing. Note, the Two Witnesses are not actually doing the judging -
Christ is, for that is His job. The Two Witnesses' responsibility is to explain the basis for the
measurements. In other words, it is their job to show what the standard is, to let people know
what they should be measuring up to.

Their job is similar to Amos' vision of the plumb line (Amos 7:7). The plumb line can be said to be
slightly different because it is used to measure verticality - to see whether something is standing
up straight, or to use a more "religious" term, to see if it is "upright." A plumb line is a weight
suspended on a string. When it stops swaying like a pendulum, the string is perfectly vertical.
When a workman puts it next to something like a wall or post that needs to be vertical, he can tell
whether his wall or post is out of plumb or not.
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That idea is present here in Revelation 11:1. How close do we meet the standard? How upright
are we? How fit are we for the Kingdom of God? Finding the answers to these questions is part
of the Two Witnesses' job. Remember that the work of the church is essentially done by this
time. This preaching of the standard is a work that the ministry of the church has been given to
do in every time, but maybe not to this extent. In any event, the Two Witnesses, at this time of
the end, are the only ones able to do this job in a major way.

It is possible that this part of their ministry begins, however, before the Seven Thunders cease. In
fact, it is a pretty good bet that they will already be involved in ministry before the Tribulation
begins. Then God will say, "Okay, now it's time for you to do your real job." They will then begin
their prophesied ministry, which will be quite intense.

Richard T. Ritenbaugh 

The Plumb line | Charles Spurgeon 

http://www.spurgeongems.org/vols49-51/chs2904.pdf 

He differentiates three types of use:

1. use in construction
2. to test the building 
3. used in the work of destruction

"God always uses His servants in the best possible way, and as they ought to be used; so, when
the herdsman Amos had a vision, he simply saw a piece of string with a plumb of lead at the
bottom of it—a plumb line—a thing which he could easily understand. There was a mystery
about the vision, but the vision itself was not mysterious. It was a very simple emblem indeed,
exactly suited to the mind of Amos, just as the visions of Ezekiel and Isaiah were adapted to the
more poetic minds of men of another class. You and I, dear brethren, may be very thankful if God
should use us as he did Amos; and, if He does, we must not be aping the Isaiahs and Ezekiels. If
we see a plumb line, let us preach about a plumb line; and if God should ever enable us to
understand the visions of Zechariah or Ezekiel, then let us preach about them. Let every
preacher or teacher testify according to the measure of light and grace that God has given him;
then we shall do well. Amos can see a plumb line, and he sees it well; and when he has seen it,
he tells what he has seen, and leaves God to set His seal upon his testimony. "
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