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Praises for some cooling down and a bit of rain after three weeks of heat! 

I found some beautiful insights on Tu B'Av, most of which, I haven't sent prior:

Ruth and Boaz parallel | Ban on intertribal marriage lifted

The Talmud relates that Av 15 was THE DAY that the BAN, the prohibition, was lifted against marrying outside the tribe. It is
Yevamos 41a where we read about a need for a convert to wait 3 months before the marriage is possible. Part of this was to
ensure that she was not pregnant prior to her conversion. So the popular idea of relating the marriage of Boaz and Ruth to
Pentecost may be earlier than it actually happened. They may have gone to the wedding canopy (the chuppah) on Av 15! This
is fascinating since Ruth was from Moab, a Gentile, a pagan, and someone from the Nations. Unlike Boaz, Ruth was not a
member of the tribe of Yahuda (Judah). She was an alien and an outsider, even though her first husband had been from one of
the tribes of Israel. Therefore Ruth, a Moabitess,  had needed to wait patiently during the Summer Fruits Harvest for a period of
a full 3 months. This was a period of eagerness and expectancy and patience to prove the sincerity of her conversion to
Judaism! This would be 3 months after First Fruits of barley and the conclusion of the barley harvest. When we add 3 months to
the CONCLUSION of the barley harvest, we are at 8-15! Av 15 is symbolic of the end of the wheat harvest, first and second
phases! The figs, dates have been harvested and next the pomegranates. The 2 of the 7 species or crops of Israel current in
maturity would be grapes and pomegranates. Lastly would be the olives, as the grapes were ending. This is the Season of
Summer Fruits for Israel. See Exodus 28: 33-35 about the design of pomegranates on the hen of the tunic of the High Priest.
Our High Priest now is Messiah/ Christ according to Hebrews 6:19-20, now and forever.

H/T Five Doves Jean Stepnowski/Lisa Taylor

Signs from Luke 17
H/T R. Moses

1. MARRIAGE AND WEDDING:
Luke 17:27 People were eating, drinking, marrying and being given in marriage up to the day Noah entered the ark. Then the
flood came and destroyed them all.
Two quotes I found on the internet about this day in regards to marriage/weddings:
"Tu B’Av, the 15th day of the Hebrew month of Av, is often commemorated as the holiday of marriage." 
"Tu B'Av is the most common day for the Jewish people to have their wedding on!"

2. EATING AND DRINKING: 
Luke 17:27-30 People were eating, drinking, marrying and being given in marriage up to the day Noah entered the ark. Then the
flood came and destroyed them all. It was the same in the days of Lot. People were eating and drinking, buying and selling,
planting and building. 29 But the day Lot left Sodom, fire and sulfur rained down from heaven and destroyed them all. 30 It will
be just like this on the day the Son of Man is revealed.

"There is no day more festive for the Jewish people, then that of the Tu B'Av festival." This is obviously a day in Jewish tradition
when a great deal of eating and drinking takes place, particularly at wedding ceremonies.

3. PLANTING:
Luke 17:27-30 People were eating, drinking, marrying and being given in marriage up to the day Noah entered the ark. Then the
flood came and destroyed them all. It was the same in the days of Lot. People were eating and drinking, buying and selling,
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planting and building. 29 But the day Lot left Sodom, fire and sulfur rained down from heaven and destroyed them all. 30 It will
be just like this on the day the Son of Man is revealed.

Tu B'Av marked the end of the year for planting.
Tu B'Av was instituted (in the Second Temple period) to mark the beginning of the grape harvest, which ended on Yom Kippur. It
was also the time when planting of trees and crops was to end for the year.

The last day for planting was on Tu B'Av. Jesus said that up until the day that Lot left (symbolizing the pure hearts leaving the
world at the time of the Rapture right before the Sudden Destruction), people were planting.

4. BUILDING: 
Luke 17:27-30 People were eating, drinking, marrying and being given in marriage up to the day Noah entered the ark. Then the
flood came and destroyed them all. It was the same in the days of Lot. People were eating and drinking, buying and selling,
planting and building. 29 But the day Lot left Sodom, fire and sulfur rained down from heaven and destroyed them all. 30 It will
be just like this on the day the Son of Man is revealed.

"The day of the breaking of the ax." When the Holy Temple stood in Jerusalem, the annual cutting of firewood for the altar was
concluded on the 15th of Av. The event was celebrated with feasting and rejoicing (as is the custom upon the conclusion of a
holy endeavor) and included a ceremonial breaking of the axes which gave the day its name.

Do we again have a clue from Luke 17 where Jesus said that people will be BUILDING up until the day of the Rapture?!?!
Although this is talking about the cutting of firewood, axes are also used to cut wood for BUILDING. The axes were broken on
Tu B'Av, meaning no more wood could be cut, ending the BUILDING of anything made by wood.

Could this be yet ANOTHER clue pointing to Tu B'Av as the last day for BUILDING, the last day for PLANTING, the last day for
MARRYING, and the last day for PARTYING (eating and drinking) - all 4 of these things were a very significant part of the Tu
B'Av celebrations.

5. BUYING AND SELLING:
Luke 17:27-30 People were eating, drinking, marrying and being given in marriage up to the day Noah entered the ark. Then the
flood came and destroyed them all. It was the same in the days of Lot. People were eating and drinking, buying and selling,
planting and building. 29 But the day Lot left Sodom, fire and sulfur rained down from heaven and destroyed them all. 30 It will
be just like this on the day the Son of Man is revealed.

In modern times, Tu B'Av has become quite commercialized and is celebrated in the same way that we celebrate "Valentine's
Day". There is a great deal of buying and selling on this day - gifts are bought for loved ones, friends and lovers. It is certainly a
day that buying and selling takes place more than on just a "normal" day.

Signs from the traditional cultural celebration of Tu B'Av:

6. THE VIRGINS: 
The Jews celebrated by allowing the virgins to dress in white and dance in the vineyards to attract husbands.

2 Corinthians 11: "I am jealous for you with a godly jealousy. I promised you to one husband, to Christ, so that I might present
you as a pure virgin to him."

Revelation 14:
Then I looked, and there before me was the Lamb, standing on Mount Zion, and with him 144,000, who had his name, and his
Father’s name, written on their foreheads. 2 And I heard a sound from heaven like the roar of rushing waters and like a loud
peal of thunder. The sound I heard was like that of harpists playing their harps. 3 And they sang a new song before the throne
and before the four living creatures and the elders. No one could learn the song, except the 144,000, who had been redeemed
from the earth. 4 These are those who did not defile themselves with women, for they remained virgins. They follow the Lamb
wherever he goes. They were purchased from among mankind and offered as firstfruits to God and the Lamb. 5 No lie was
found in their mouths; they are blameless.

This AGAIN links to the Tu B'Av festival. It was the VIRGINS who went out and danced in the fields, waiting for their
Bridegrooms to come get them. It's the day when the Jewish virgins go out in the fields, wearing WHITE GARMENTS, and
DANCE, and the young men would come looking for a Bride. 

Song of Solomon 1:3 "Your oils have a pleasing fragrance. Your name is oil poured forth, therefore the virgins love you." I
believe Jesus was making reference to this when He talked about the foolish and wise virgins - those with oil and those without.
At the midnight hour, the cry went out that the Bridegroom was coming, but only the 5 wise virgins went in and then the door
was closed. The wise virgins are the ones who love Jesus and their hearts are pure. No lies are found in their mouths; they are
blameless. They are offered as firstfruits to the Lamb. The firstfruits of the grape harvest - the new wine. Song of Solomon 7:10 -
"My darling, I am yours, and you desire me." The virgins are those who desire Jesus above all else.

7. FIRSTFRUITS FROM THE VINEYARD: 
The Jews celebrated by allowing the virgins to dress in white and dance in the vineyards to attract husbands.



The Jewish festivals point to the beginning and ending of the harvest seasons

Micah 7:1-2: "Woe is me! for I am as when they have gathered the summer fruits, as the grape-harvesting of the vintage: there
is no cluster to eat: my soul desired the first-ripe fruit. The good man is perished out of the earth: and there is none upright
among men."  And then in verse 4, Micah says, "The day God visits you has come, the day your watchmen sound the alarm.
Now is the time of your confusion."  In the fruit harvest, the grapes are first to ripen, so the first ripe of the grapes is the time the
"good man" disappears from the earth. Micah is as the time of the Summer fruits of the GRAPE HARVESTING of the vineyard,
which is the FIRST RIPE GRAPES. The FIRST RIPE GRAPES is the time of the rapture!!!

Song of Solomon 7:12 - "At dawn let’s slip out and see if grapevines and fruit trees are covered with blossoms. When we are
there, I will give you my love."  They are going to the vineyards when the grapes are just beginning to bloom.

Revelation 14: They were purchased from among mankind and offered as firstfruits to God and the Lamb. 5 No lie was found in
their mouths; they are blameless.

8. THE FINE WHITE LINEN: 
Tu B' Av is the Hebrew day of romance when Jewish maidens in Israel would dance in fine white linen before the eyes of
admiring prospective Jewish suitors.
"Since it is the "last" festival of the Jewish year, prophetically Tu B'Av pictures our marriage to the Lamb of God (Seh Elohim),
the LORD Yeshua our beloved Mashiach: 
Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great multitude, like the roar of many waters and like the sound of mighty peals
of thunder, crying out, "Hallelujah! For the Lord our God the Almighty reigns. Let us rejoice and exult and give him the glory, for
the marriage of the Lamb has come, and his Bride has made herself ready; it was granted her to clothe herself with fine linen,
bright and pure" - for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints. And the angel said to me, "Write this: Blessed are those
who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb." And he said to me, "These are the true words of God" (Revelation 19:6-9).
On a soon-coming day those who belong to the LORD and are faithful to follow His ways will be blessed with the unspeakable
joy of consummating their relationship with Him. This is heaven itself - to be in the Presence of the LORD and to be His beloved.
The analogy of a joyous Jewish marriage, with the sheva berachot is our great and blessed hope (Titus 2:13)." --
http://www.hebrew4christians.com/Holidays/Summer_Holidays/Tu_B_Av/tu_b_av.html 

Av | Month of the Father | His will, desire | Resonating with our 'desire of ages', the 'Desired Son'
H/T B. Beber

"The Hebrew month of Av (or Menachem-Av, the consoler of Av) is the fifth of the twelve months of the Jewish calendar.

The name Av literally means "father." It derives from the root which means "to will" or "to desire."

It is the month of the "low point" of the Jewish calendar (the 9th of Av, the day of the sin of the spies and
the destruction of both the first and second Temples in Jerusalem) as well as the month of the "high
point" of the Jewish calendar (the 15th of Av--"there are no happier days for Israel than the
15thof Av and Yom HaKippurim" (Mishnah Ta'anit 26:)--the day of finding one's predestined soul-mate)."

...." Relative to all other souls of Israel, the soul of Mashiach, who comes to redeem Israel from her state
of (spiritual as well as physical) exile, is like a groom to his bride. After his birth on the 9th of Av he
reveals himself to his bride and betroths her on the 15th of Av."   

More commonly know as Chag Ha'Ahava (Holiday of Love) in Israel, the 15th of Av has become a cheap imitation of Valentine's
Day with Israeli stores selling everything from heart-shaped chocolates to flower arrangements marketed at those in a
relationship.

One other clue that the Bible gives us is when Paul in 1 Thessalonians and John in Revelation refer to the Rapture as a
"mystery". The Jews refer to Tu B'Av as the most mysterious day of the Jewish calendar.

 Another clue from Scripture is this:

Psalm 81:3
Blow the trumpet at the time of the New Moon, At the full moon, on our solemn feast day.

The Jewish people were commanded to blow trumpets on their feast days that fell on a New Moon or Full Moon. The 15th of Av
is on a full moon and this is the LAST TRUMPET of the year before the New Year begins for the Jews in September on Rosh
Hashanah. Again, Paul mentions the key words, "MYSTERY" and "LAST TRUMPET" in 1 Thessalonians. Either Paul, or God,
seems to be pointing us to Tu B'Av by putting these key words in the verses that talk about the resurrection of the dead and
rapture of the Church. 

Matthew 24:38 “For as in the days that were before the flood, they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage,
until the day that Noe entered into the ark”

http://www.hebrew4christians.com/Holidays/Summer_Holidays/Tu_B_Av/tu_b_av.html
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+81:3&version=NKJV


15th letter in Hebrew alphabet | Samekh | Passover link

Samekh in gematria has the value 60.

Samekh and Mem form the abbreviation for the Angel of Death, whose name in Hebrew is Samael. It also stands for centimetre.
In some legends, samekh is said to have been a miracle of the Ten Commandments. Exodus 32:15  records that the tablets
"were written on both their sides." The Jerusalem Talmud interprets this as meaning that the inscription went through the full
thickness of the tablets. The stone in the center parts of the letters ayin and teth should have fallen out, as it was not connected
to the rest of the tablet, but it miraculously remained in place. The Babylonian Talmud (tractate Shabbat 104a), on the other
hand, attributes this instead to samekh, but samekh did not have such a hollow form in the sacred Paleo-Hebrew alphabet that
would presumably have been used for the tablets. However, this would be appropriate for the Rabbis who maintained that the
Torah or the Ten Commandments were given in the later Hebrew "Assyrian" script (Sanhedrin 21b-22a).

Hebrew for Christians:

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gematria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mem
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Death_(personification)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samael
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ten_Commandments
http://www.mechon-mamre.org/p/pt/pt0232.htm#15
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ayin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Teth
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Talmud
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paleo-Hebrew_alphabet




I pray we will meet soon.

Much love,
Sabine


