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A4 in Jewish history (Torah tots)

4 Av 3314 - 447 B.C.E.:
The silver and gold that Ezra and his followers brought along to build the second Beit HaMikdash was weighed. 
See below

4 Av 3317 - 444 B.C.E.:
The Navi / prophet Nechemiah, the leader of the Jewish people who had returned from Galut Bavel, began to
repair the destroyed walls around Yerushalayim as recorded in Tanach, in the Book of Nechemiah. Portions of this
rebuilt wall can still be seen today. The repair process took 52 days, and was completed on the 25th of Elul. This
was a first stage in the restoration of the Jewish capital, crowned by the construction of the Second Beit
HaMikdash a few years later. See detailed below. Note the repair started with the Lion's or sheep gate which
is prophetically significant.

Ezra | Treasure Placed in the Temple 

33 Now on the fourth day was the silver and the gold and the vessels weighed in the house of our God by the
hand of Meremoth the son of Uriah the priest; and with him wasEleazar the son of Phinehas; and with them was
Jozabad the son of Jeshua, and Noadiah the son of Binnui, Levites; 34By number and by weight of every one: and
all the weight was written at that time.

35 Also the children of those that had been carried away, which were come out of the captivity, offered burnt
offerings unto the God of Israel, twelve bullocks for all Israel, ninety and six rams, seventy and seven lambs,
twelve he goats for a sin offering: all this was a burnt offering unto the LORD. 36And they delivered the king's
commissions unto the king's lieutenants, and to the governors on this side the river: and they furthered the people,
and the house of God.

This resonates with being refined and purified | ties with spiritual fruit 

Malachi 3:3 And he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver: and he shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge them
as gold and silver, that they may offer unto the LORD an offering in righteousness.

Proverbs 8:19  My fruit is better than gold, yea, than fine gold; and my revenue than choice silver.

The refiners fire | faith over earthly treasures

Zechariah 13:9 - And I will bring the third part through the fire, and will refine them as silver is refined, and will try
them as gold is tried: they shall call on my name, and I will hear them: I will say, It [is] my people: and they shall
say, The LORD [is] my God.

1 Peter 1:7 - That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried
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with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ:

Isaiah 48:10 - Behold, I have refined thee, but not with silver; I have chosen thee in the furnace of affliction.

1 Peter 5:10 - But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye
have suffered a while, make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle [you].

Job 23:10 - But he knoweth the way that I take: [when] he hath tried me, I shall come forth as gold.

Proverbs 17:3 - The fining pot [is] for silver, and the furnace for gold: but the LORD trieth the hearts.

Psalms 66:10-12 - For thou, O God, hast proved us: thou hast tried us, as silver is tried.   

Romans 8:28 - And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the
called according to [his] purpose.

Psalms 66:10 - For thou, O God, hast proved us: thou hast tried us, as silver is tried.

John 15:1-27 - I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman.  

Nehemiah, after inspecting the walls, restores the walls. The text starts with the sheep gate

Nehemiah comes and he sees the devastation, a terrible devastation. And he goes to the king after weeping over
the city, and asks the king for a mandate to rebuild what’s been left in ruins. But there’s a spiritual meaning to
what’s been left in ruins when he rebuilds the gates. Now ultimately these gates are what you would see in the
book of Revelation, the twelve gates. At different times in history there were different numbers of gates, but
they’ve all basically been the same. To some extent they broadly resemble – or vaguely resemble – the pattern of
the gates you have in the Old City of Jerusalem today, except that the city then was much, much smaller.

The first gate being restored

1 Then Eliashib the high priest rose up with his brethren the priests, and they builded the sheep gate; they
sanctified it, and set up the doors of it; even unto the tower of Meah they sanctified it, unto the tower of
Hananeel. 2 And next unto him builded the men of Jericho. And next to them builded Zaccur the son of Imri.

  

Source

The Sheep Gate, also known today as Stephen's Gate (as it was by this gate that St. Stephen was martyred), or
the Lions Gate (As Suleiman, one of the Muslim leaders who captured Jerusalem, had a dream that Lions were
attacking Jerusalem, so he build this gate with pictures of lions on it to protect the city - little did he know that one
lion was Satan, trying to bar God's people from entering His city and the other was Jesus, the Lion of Judah,
claiming Jerusalem for His own), is located on the east wall, north of the Temple Mount.
 
"Eliashib the high priest and his fellow priests went to work and rebuilt the Sheep Gate. They dedicated it and set
its doors in place, building as far as the Tower of the Hundred, which they dedicated, and as far as the Tower of
Hananel. Next to Eliashib the men of Jericho built. And next to them Zaccur the son of Imri built."
Nehemiah 3:1-2 (NKJV)
 
The Sheep Gate was the first to be restored, and was rebuilt by the High Priest and his fellow priests
(see Hebrews 4:14-15; 7:24-8:2). It was called the Sheep Gate because it led out to the sheep markets, where
lambs were sold for sacrifice in the Temple (see John 1:29; 1 Corinthians 5:7), and in to the Sheep pool where
sheep were washed for sacrificing (later it became the Pool of Bethesda). This gate also led to Golgotha, the path
Jesus took to the crucifixion.
 

http://biblehub.com/nehemiah/3-1.htm
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It has been noted that whenever Jesus entered into the city it was though the Sheep gate. It was at this gate (Pool
of Bethesda) that Jesus healed the palsied man as he entered into the city. (John 5:1,2)The only time this was
different was when Christ entered into the city from the Mount of Olives at His triumphal entry. If Jesus came into
the city through the sheep gate it was significant. He was saying, behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin
of the world. The sheep gate led into the temple compound and the brazen altar. 
 
Eliashib the high priest and his fellow priests went to work and rebuilt the Sheep Gate. They dedicated (or
consecrated) it and set its doors in place, building as far as the Tower of the Hundred, which they dedicated, and
as far as the Tower of Hananel. This is the only gate that was consecrated (set apart as holy) as it was used for
the holy purpose of bringing in the sacrifices for the temple.
 
This was a priestly work. Eliashib and his fellow priests were given the work of building the Sheep gate. His name
means "God repays" or "leads back". He was a descendant of David in Judah after the return from Exile in
Babylon (1 Chron. 3:24) Not just anyone could do the work. In this story he is a picture of Christ, our High Priest, 
building the Sheep gate. 
 
His house was built into the city wall (Neh. 3:20). He was the son of Joiakim and the father of Joiada (Neh. 12:10).
His grandson married the daughter of Sanballat, who strongly opposed Nehemiah's efforts (Neh. 13:28), possibly
indicating some tension between Nehemiah and the priestly leaders. He administered the Temple storerooms and
provided a place for Tobiah, Nehemiah's strong opponent. Nehemiah dealt sternly with him and his cohorts. 
 
If the other gates are to have any meaning we must begin where God begins. Everything begins and ends with the
Sheep gate. Jesus said, "I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. He will come in and go out, and
find pasture."(John 10:9) Before one can do anything to please God we must come through the Gate of the
Sheep. 
 
The Sheep Gate represents the experience of salvation made available by the Cross - that is, a realisation that
Jesus was the Lamb of God that takes away the sins of the world. The sheep gate then speaks to us of the cross
and the sacrifice that was made for our sins.This spiritual gate is the first to be built in our lives and was the first
restored truth in the Reformation. It is the starting point of everything but you will also notice if you read the entire
chapter that the sheep gate is also mentioned at the very end once we have come full circle. That is because
everything starts and ends with Jesus' death on the cross. He is the High Priest who builds and consecrates this
foundation gate in our lives.
 
Once you come to Christ then things begin to make sense. Jesus said you would go in and out and find pasture. I
have good news! We aren't alone in finding good pasture. Jesus goes with us. When he has brought out all His
own, He goes on ahead of them, and His sheep follow Him because they know His voice. (John 10:4) Not only do
we find the shepherd but also we begin the Christian life. When one finds the shepherd one hears and recognizes
His voice in His word. We know the voice of the shepherd. 
 
He leads us into pastures that are green and healthy. We get ourselves into trouble when we search for our own
pasture. The world has its pastures. They are earthly, worldly pastures. They tend to dry up and wither when the
heat of trouble and adversity comes on us. 
 
Before we can enter the green pastures the Lord has for us we must come in through the sheep gate. Have you
come in by the door? There is no other gateway to glory. That comes at the cross through Jesus Christ and His
work on the cross. Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world. 
This is the plea from the sheep gate. 
 
To enter through this gate we must be like Sheep. Sheep are dumb animals, totally dependant on the Shepherd to
protect the, clean them, feed them and lead them. We must have this attitude also to enter through the Sheep
gate.
 
We enter to be a sacrifice in His Temple - the washing in the pools of Bethesda may be related to our washing in
the waters of Baptism to become a living sacrifice (Romans 12:1).
 
After receiving God's favour (The meaning of the Tower of Hananeel) we must see multiplication (the meaning of
the Tower of the Hundred). We need to be discipled. The men of Jericho and Zaccur, son of Imri represent this
process. Look up thier name meanings and see the characteristics of those who follow up on new converts in
Discipleship.
 
Conclusion:
 
The first gate represents the saving work of Jesus on the Cross. He is the Lamb of God who takes away the sins
of the world. This is the foundation upon which our life can really be built up. It is possible for this gate to be
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broken down as we get older in our Christian experience. Once we move away from His grace and the joy of our
salvation and move into works then this gate can get battered. We must constantly keep the truth of what Jesus
has done for us a present reality in our lives.
 
Next gate to be restored

Next to the Sheep Gate is the Fish Gate. “I will make you fishers of men”. (Matthew 4:19) When you and I are
born again, we get “caught”. Now, remember when the apostles fished and they kept one hundred fifty-three, but
threw the other ones back? There’s good fish and bad fish. Some people will go back to the world.

The Fish Gate was an ancient gate on the east wall, just west of the Gihon spring, where men gathered to sell
fish, sometimes in violation of the Sabbath (2 Chronicles 33:14, Nehemiah 3:3, 13:16). It may be the same as the
Middle Gate (Jeremiah 39:3) but is more likely to be the modern day Damascus Gate. This gate had been one of
the main entrances into Jerusalem (2 Chronicles 33:14; Zephaniah 1:10).
 
"The Fish Gate was rebuilt by the sons of Hassenaah. They laid its beams and put its doors and bolts and bars in
place. And next to them Meremoth the son of Urijah, the son of Koz, made repairs. Next to them Meshullam the
son of Berechiah, the son of Meshezabel, made repairs. Next to them Zadok the son of Baana made repairs.
Next to them the Tekoites made repairs; but their nobles did not put their shoulders to the work of their Lord."
Nehemiah 3:3-5 (NKJV)
 
The sons of Hassenaah did the work of rebuilding the gate while others helped. Hassenaah means' thorny,
piercing' and represents those on the cutting edge of God's purposes - evangelism. This gate represents the
importance of reaching out in evangelism to the lost. To be fishers of men.
 
The Fish Gate represents our witness, the Church reaching out to the world (Matthew 4:19). For us, it speaks of
evangelism as we have been called to be 'fishers of men'. It is a natural progression in our Christian life that after
seeing that Jesus dies for our sins (Sheep Gate), that we would want to tell others about it. Even surveys have
shown that believers who have been saved less than two years win the most people to the Lord. Their simple
testimony of what Jesus has done in their lives qualifies them to be great 'fishers of men.'
 
"Now as he walked by the sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew his brother casting a net into the sea: for they
were fishers.
And Jesus said unto them, Come ye after me, and I will make you to become fishers of men."
Mark 1:16-17 (KJV)
 
Just as Jesus called Simon and Andrew, He is calling US to follow Him and learn to become fishers of men. Those
who obey and serve God in this area have GREAT joy each time someone receives Jesus through their ministry ! !
 
After the Fish Gate the people 'made repairs' to the wall. Look at the meanings of the names of those who made
these repairs to see what you can glean. The word for repairs is the Hebrew word chazaq, used 35 times in this
chapter alone; it has the idea of strengthening, encouraging, making something strong - principles that have
application to far more than material gates and walls!
 
i. The Bible says that we must be "built up" and "repaired"; in Ephesians 4:12, God says the purpose of the church
is for the equipping of the saints, and idea behind "equipping" is to prepare, strengthen, and make something able
to be used. We come together as Christians to strengthen one another, to make us strong and able to live for
Jesus and serve Him outside the gatherings of the church.
ii. After evangelism, there must be follow up, discipleship. Building up of those who have come in through this gate
as new believers. The whole five-fold ministry is involved in this.
 
The Tekoites did their work; the people of the city of Tekoa were more than willing to work - but their nobles did not
put their shoulders to the work of the Lord. For the most part, people joined in - but not every body! These nobles
from the city of Tekoa thought themselves above the hard work, so they didn't join in.
 
i. Literally, the idea in the Hebrew is that they wouldn't submit - they would not "bend their necks" to what the Lord
wanted them to do. The real issue was submission. Maybe they thought they had a better plan, maybe they didn't
like how Nehemiah was doing it - but they stand in infamy as the only people mentioned in this chapter who did
not join in the work! 
ii. I can imagine Nehemiah wanting to record the names of each of these nobles; but the Lord made him have
mercy and only indicate them in a general way!
iii. We can be like these nobles in not wanting to get involved in the nitty gritty work of evangelism and
discipleship. Let us be like the Tekoites.
 
Conclusion:

http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Matthew%204.19


The Fish Gate represents our evangelistic witness. We are to be fishers of men. But we must not stop there. After
being born again (Sheep Gate) and then sharing our faith (Fish Gate) we must equip ourselves with the truth of
God in His Word, This brings us to the next gate - The Old Gate. 

etc.
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