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To: 

...., this may be why you were led to the Sphinx, the meet up of Leo and Virgo, Coma Berenices right above
disguised by the hair and tuft....

Below I'm briefly zooming in on the tuft, later to become Berenices Hair and then on to the correlation between
Samson and the dog days (YES!). Aratus connects Sirius to the rising of Helios (in pink).

Tuft of the tail and Coma Berenices | Myth directs us to Samson again (cutting of hair)

Earthsky

The Greek-Egyptian astronomer Ptolemy and others considered these stars the tuft at
the end of Leo the Lion’s tail. Coma Berenices remained part of Leo until a few hundred
years ago, when it was first listed as a separate constellation.

The story goes that an ancient Egyptian queen, Berenice, feared for her husband’s life
as he went into battle. She prayed to Aphrodite, promising to cut off her long, luxurious
curls if the king returned safely. He did, and Berenice kept her promise and cut off her
hair, placing it as a sacrifice on Aphrodite’s altar.

But the next day the hair was gone!

The king was enraged that the temple priests had not protected the precious locks. A
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Coma Berenices

Constellation

List of stars in Coma Berenices

Abbreviation Com

Genitive Comae Berenices

Pronunciation /ˈkoʊmə bɛrəˈnaɪsiːz/,
genitive /ˈkoʊmiː/

Symbolism Berenice's hair

Right ascension 11h 58m 25.0885s–
13h 36m 06.9433s[1]

Declination 33.3074303°–
13.3040485°[1]

Area 386 sq. deg. (42nd)

Main stars 3

Bayer/Flamsteed
stars

44

quick-thinking astronomer saved the day, or rather night, by pointing to the cascading
stars at the end of Leo’s tail. He told the king that these were the queen’s tresses placed
in the sky by Aphrodite for all to see.

The king and queen were appeased, and no priests were beheaded.

Bottom line: The constellation Leo once had a tail, a clump of faint stars. Now these
same stars are known as Coma Berenices, the hair of a queen.

Wiki Coma Berenices

Coma Berenices
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia
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For other uses, see Coma Berenices (disambiguation).

Coma Berenices is an ancient asterism in the northern sky which has been
defined as one of the 88 modern constellations. It is located in the
fourth galactic quadrant, between Leo and Boötes, and is visible in both
hemispheres. Its name means "Berenice's Hair" in Latin and refers to
Queen Berenice II of Egypt, who sacrificed her long hair as a votive
offering.[2] It was introduced to Western astronomy during the third century
BC by Conon of Samos and was further corroborated as a constellation
by Gerardus Mercatorand Tycho Brahe. Coma Berenices is the only modern
constellation named for an historic figure.

History [ edit ]

Coma Berenices has been recognized as an asterism since
the Hellenistic period[3] (or much earlier, according to some
authors), and is the only modern constellation named for an
historic figure.[4] It was introduced to Western astronomy
during the third century BC by Conon of Samos, the court
astronomer of Egyptian ruler Ptolemy III Euergetes, to
honour Ptolemy's consort, Berenice II.[5] Berenice vowed to
sacrifice her long hair as a votive offering if Ptolemy
returned safely from battle during the Third Syrian
War.[6]Modern scholars are uncertain if Berenice made the
sacrifice before or after Ptolemy's return; it was suggested
that it happened after Ptolemy's return (around March–June
or May 245 BC), when Conon presented the asterism jointly
with scholar and poet Callimachus during a public evening
ceremony.[7] In Callimachus' poem, Aetia (composed around
that time), Berenice dedicated her tresses "to all the gods".
In the Latin translation of the poem by the Roman
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Stars with planets 5

Stars brighter than
3.00m

0

Stars within 10.00
pc (32.62 ly)

1

Brightest star β Com (4.26m)

Messier objects 8

Meteor showers Coma Berenicids

Bordering
constellations

Canes Venatici
Ursa Major
Leo
Virgo
Boötes

Visible at latitudes between +90° and −70°.

Best visible at 21:00 (9 p.m.) during the month

of May.

Bust of Berenice II of Egypt

Coma Berenices on
Mercator's 1551 celestial globe,
in the upper left

poet Catullus and in Hyginus' De Astronomica, she
dedicated her tresses to Aphrodite and placed them in the
temple of Arsinoe II (identified after Berenice's death with
Aphrodite) at Zephyrium. According to De astronomica, by
the next morning the tresses had disappeared. Conon
proposed that Aphrodite had placed the tresses in the sky
as an acknowledgement of Berenice's
sacrifice.[6] Callimachus called the asterism plokamos
Berenikēs or bostrukhon Berenikēs in Greek, translated into
Latin as "Coma Berenices" by Catullus. Eratosthenes (3rd
century BC) called it "Berenice's Hair" and "Ariadne's Hair",
considering it part of the constellation Leo.[8] Hipparch
us[9] and Geminusrecognized it as a distinct
constellation,[10] but astronomer Ptolemy did not consider it
one of his 48 constellations in the Almagest;[9] he
considered it part of Leo,[3] and called it Plokamos.[11]

Coma Berenices became popular
during the 16th century. In 1515, a set
of gores by Johannes
Schöner labelled the asterism Trica,
"hair". In 1536 it appeared on
a celestial globe by Caspar Vopel,
who is credited with the asterism's
designation as a constellation.[12] That
year, it also appeared on a celestial
map by Petrus Apianus as "Crines
Berenices". In 1551, Coma Berenices
appeared on a celestial
globe by Gerardus Mercator with five

Latin and Greek names: Cincinnus, caesaries, πλόκαµος, Berenicis
crinis and Trica. Mercator's reputation as a cartographer ensured the constellation's inclusion on Dutch
sky globes beginning in 1589.[13]

Tycho Brahe, also credited with Coma's designation as a constellation, included it in his 1602 star
catalogue.[3] Brahe recorded fourteen stars in the constellation; Johannes Hevelius increased its number
to twenty-one, and John Flamsteed to forty-three. Coma Berenices also appeared in Johann Bayer's
1603 Uranometria, and a few other 17th-century celestial maps followed suit. Coma Berenices and the
now-obsolete Antinous are considered the first post-Ptolemaic constellations depicted on a celestial
globe.[14] With Antinous, Coma Berenices exemplified a trend in astronomy in which globe- and map-
makers continued to rely on the ancients for data. This trend ended at the turn of the 16th century with
observations of the southern sky and the work of Tycho Brahe.[13]

Before the 18th century Coma Berenices was known in English by several names, including "Berenice's
Bush" and "Berenice's periwig".[15] The earliest known English name, "Berenices haire", dates to
1601.[15][16] By 1702 the constellation was known as Coma Berenices,[17] and appears as such in the
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1731 Universal Etymological English Dictionary.

Non-Western astronomy [ edit ]

Coma Berenices was known to the Akkadians as Ḫegala.[18] In Babylonian astronomy a star, known as
ḪÉ.GÁL-a-a(translated as "which is before it") or MÚL.ḪÉ.GÁL-a-a, is tentatively considered part of Coma
Berenices.[19] It was also argued that Coma Berenices appears in Egyptian Ramesside star
clocks as sb3w ꜥš3w, meaning "many stars".[20]

In Arabic astronomy Coma Berenices was known as Al-Dafira and Al-Hulba (translations of
Ptolemaic Plokamos), forming the tuft of the constellation Leo[11] and including most of the Flamsteed-
designated stars (particularly 12, 13, 14, 16, 17, 18and 21 Comae Berenices).[21] Ulugh Beg, however,
regarded Al-Dafira as consisting of two stars, 7 and 23 Comae Berenices.[22] Presently Al-Dafira is
the proper name of Beta Comae Berenices.[23]

In Chinese astronomy, the stars making up Coma Berenices were in two areas: the Supreme Palace
enclosure and the Azure Dragon of the East. Eighteen of the constellation's stars were in an area known
as Lang wei (seat of the general), part of the Supreme Palace enclosure,[24] The Chinese gave proper
names to several stars in the constellation.[24]

Dog Days of Summer: The Rising of the
Dog Star, Sirius

    

Dog Days , the phrase invokes the hottest, most stifling days of summer. The 40 days, beginning July 3
and ending August 11 coincide with the heliacal (at sunrise) rising of the Dog Star, Sirius. For the ancient
Egyptians, Sirius appeared just before the Nile's flooding season, so they used the star as an indicator of
the flood. Since its rising also coincided with a time of extreme heat, the connection with hot, sultry
weather was made for all time:

Dog Days bright and clear 
indicate a happy year. 
But when accompanied by rain, 
for better times our hopes are vain. 

Our modern concept of "dog days" is commonly traced by etymologists back through the Romans, to the
Greeks, and yes, even as far back as the Egyptians. However in this article I hope to convince the reader
that the influence of the Old Testament story about Samson and the foxes (Judges 15:1-6), also has a
place in discovering the origin of this well-known idiom. Unlike the others, Samson's tale is unique in that it
makes no mention of the stars. It therefore offers a completely terrestrial origin to the “dog days” model.
And the others don't explain how the stars (naturally associated with the wildfire season, because of their
place in the summer sky,) became linked with dogs (who have no obvious affiliation with the wildfire
season). First, let's show that a "dog" may once have been a "fox." Among the Greeks these stars
(namely Sirius and Canicula) were anciently a pair of one dog "Laelaps", and one fox "the Teumessian
fox";
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Laelaps was a female Greek mythological dog who never failed to catch what she was
hunting. … Cephalus, decided to lend the hound to hunt the Teumessian fox, who could
never be caught. The inextricable chase went on until Zeus, perplexed by their
contradictory fates, turned both to stone and cast them into the stars as the
constellations Canis Major (Laelaps) and Canis Minor (the Teumessian fox).

(See: Apollodorus, "Bibliotheca" 3,192. and; "Nature Guide Stars and Planets." p. 275. DK Publishing
2012. Penguin. ISBN 978-1-4654-0353-7).

In Samson's story, the paired canines were foxes, connected at their tails, a blazing fire between them.
They were presumably running back and forth to escape the flame, (following, but not really chasing, each
other.). It's perhaps understandable that the Greeks could've corrupted the story of Samson's paired
foxes, into their unresolved chase myth. The dog stars are portrayed as a pair (During the wildfire season,
the blazing sun appears between them.) as well. Next we need to show an association, of the
"Teumessian fox," with crop burning wildfires. For this we consult the myth of "Aristaeus."



Samson and the Foxes, miniature (Judges 15:1-8:
"Samson went and caught three hundred foxes, and took torches, and turned the foxes tail to tail,

and put one torch in the middle between two tails. When he had set fire to the torches, he released
the foxes into the standing grain of the Philistines."), Oktateuch, Vatopedi monastery, 13 th century

( Wikimedia Commons )

Hyginus reports; "Canicula. It is called Procyon by the Greeks, because it rises before the greater Dog. ...
Canicula rising with its heat, scorched the land of the Ceans, and robbed their fields of produce ... Their
king, Aristaeus, son of Apollo and Cyrene, and father of Actaeon, asked his father by what means he
could free the state from affliction. The god bade them expiate the death of Icarus with many victims, and
asked from Jove that when Canicula rises he should send wind for forty days to temper the heat of
Canicula." (Hyginus, “Astronomica,” 2. 4).

See how Hyginus, although using the Latin "Canicula" ("small dog"), says "It is called Procyon by the
Greeks, because it rises before the greater Dog" ("Procyon" meaning "ahead of the dog.") The Greeks
envisioned the "Teumessian Fox" not a dog). We nowadays call it Canis Minor. The fox was subsequently
confused with the dog (which was introduced later as a futile remedy to the ravaging effects of the original
fox).

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Vatopedi_Manuscript_602_Samson_and_the_Foxes.jpg


19th century illustration of Canis Minor ( Wikimedia Commons )

 Tracking the “Dog Days” tradition to Samson's foxes, has wider anthropological significance, for the
identification of the “Pelasgians,” who must've been the Scriptural “Philistines”. This won't surprise those
who identify “Danaans” with “Danites.” According to Strabo, “Geography” 5.2.4, Euripides says that
Danaus, after settling in Greece, decreed; that all “Pelasgians” should henceforth be called “Danaans.”.
(Please see my article “Aristaeus the Pelasgian/Philistine Samson” referenced at the end of this piece).

The Pelasgians of the “Minoan Island” Ceos, had their own recollection of the story. As Apollonius (3rd
century BC) relates; "Sirius was scorching the Minoan Islands from the sky, and the people could find no
permanent cure for the trouble till Hekatos (Apollo) put it in their heads to send for Aristaeus. So, at his
father's command, Aristaeus ... made ritual offerings in the hills to the Dog-star and to Zeus Kronides
himself. In response, Zeus gave his orders, ... and the Etesiai refresh the earth for forty days." (Apollonius
Rhodius, "Argonautica" 2. 518 ff.). The number "40," used as a time period, is widely attested to Hebrew
convention.

“Aristaeus, an ancient divinity worshiped in ... Ceos, ... which had once been inhabited by Pelasgians."
(Dictionary of Greek and Roman Antiquities, under "ARISTAEUS," -1870). The Pelasgian version of
Aristaeus seems to be the inverse story of the Danite Samson, Aristaeus alleviated the scorching (caused
however, by his Father the sun god with the pair of "dog" stars), while Samson was said to have caused it.
However in the Hebrew story, the Philistines seem to be attempting to assuage Samson with the death of
the girl and her father (Judges 15:6). Just as in the Greek version, Samson's fox burning plague had to be
appeased with “victims” (This is the term used by Hyginus, Apollonius Rhodius uses the phrase “ritual
offerings.”). The doomed father and daughter are left unnamed in the Scriptures, while the Greeks have
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“Icarus” (Bootes) and “Erigone” (Virgo) respectively.

Bootes as depicted in  Urania's Mirror , a set of constellation cards published in London c.1825. 
( Wikimedia Commons )

Despite some few differences, similarities between Samson's story and the Aristaeus myth, include;
Samson's "vineyards of Timnath," paralleled as Icarus' vineyard. The maiden's father hosts a drinking bout
(the word usually translated as "banquet" or "feast" at Judges 14:10, was the Hebrew "Mishteh" in reality
means "drink" or "drinking.") in both cases. The shepherds of the Greek myth serve as the Scriptural
companions (Judges 14:11). The kid as the goat “Samson visited his wife with a kid” (Judges 15:1), “a
goat is said to have broken into the vineyard, and nibbled the tenderest leaves he saw there. Icarus,
angered by this, took him and killed him” (Hyginus, “Astronomica” 2.2).  And, Samson's foxes joined with
the firebrand (Judges 15:4) are the scorching stars of the Greek fox and dog joined by the Sun; "Sirius the
Dog-star smitten by Hyperion's full might pitilessly burns the panting fields." (Statius, "Silvae" 3.1.5).
Aratus says; "A star that keenest of all blazes with a searing flame and him men call Sirius. When he rises
with Helios, no longer do the trees deceive him by the feeble freshness of their leaves." (Aratus,
"Phaenomena" 328 ff.). And here from Quintus Smyrnaeus; "up springs Helios in glory, flashing fire far
over earth-fire, when beside his radiant chariot-team races the red star Sirius" (Quintus Smyrnaeus, "Fall
of Troy" 8. 30 ff.).

Samson must have had a great following among Sun worshipers, his very name derives from the name of
the Sun god "Shemesh." Thus the blazing fire between Samson's foxes became analogous to the Sun
rising between the "dog" stars during the height of the wildfire season. He was also a major Messianic
figure, promoted far and wide as the much anticipated hero. It wasn't only the Pelasgians who knew the
story of Samson but other groups of Greek immigrants were familiar with his story as well, for besides
Aristaeus, the son of the Sun god Apollo, there is reason to believe that Samson also served as the
archetype to several, even more well known, solar heroes. The same "Teumessian fox" or "Cadmean
vixen" is associated with both Oedipus, and Herakles.

Now, Herakles is an obvious derivative from Samson. Amphitryon, the Father of Herakles, moved his
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family to Thebes (where Heracles would kill his first lion, and his first wife,) because he was
commissioned to slay the Teumessian fox; 'Amphitryon would free the Cadmean Land of its Fox. For a
wild Fox was creating havoc in the land." (Apollodorus, Bibliotheca 2. 57). Herakles was to free the
Thebans from the Minyans (a Pelasgian tribe) just as Samson did the Judeans from the Philistines; "he
both burned the palace of the Minyans and razed the city to the ground." (Diodorus Siculus, “Library of
History” Book 4, Chap. 10, 5). And although Herakles, like Samson, was associated with his "pillars" he
wasn't blinded, however Oedipus was. Seneca told the story of Oedipus wherein Thebes was plagued by
a drought; "Titan (the sun) augments the scorching dog-stars' fires" (Seneca, Oedipus 37 ff.). Corinna also
ties Oedipus to the crop burning fox; "Oedipus killed not only the Sphinx but also the Teumessian fox."
(Corinna, Fragment 672. Greek Lyric IV). Thus the fox is linked to the death of the maiden/lion Sphinx of
Oedipus.

Herakles is believed to be a derivative from Samson. Left: Samson slaying a lion ( Wikimedia
Commons ). Right: Herakles fighting a lion ( Wikimedia Commons )

Not only the Greeks but the Romans also, associated foxes with crop burning wildfires, as is evidenced by
one of Ovid's accounts ("Fasti" Book 4), who wrote, in explaining the origins of a Roman festival called the
Robigalia, that It was an annual custom in Rome, to release foxes in the circus, with lighted firebrands on
their backs to watch them burn up. Ovid inquired into the custom's origin and found that the Romans were
commemorating an ancient incident where a young man had captured a pesky fox, tied straw to it and, set
it on fire. The frantic animal rushed into the standing corn which was summarily consumed. The Roman
tradition sought to retaliate in kind, against all foxes for the loss of the crop. Petrus Serrarius (a Dutch
millenarian theologian, 1600–1669) and Samuel Bochart (a French Protestant biblical scholar, 1599 –
1667) finding the explanation about the young man and the pesky fox to be an unsatisfactory cause for
such a well-established  institution, concluded that the Romans likely derived the practice from Judea, as
an to allusion to Samson and his foxes where, probably the burning of the Philistines' corn might, for some
time, have been annually commemorated. (See Adam Clarke's Commentary on the OT, Volume 2. "The
Book of Judges" Notes on Chap. XV, Verse 20).

In light of the foregoing, an hypothesis may be surmised as follows; The Egyptians associated the Sun
and Sirius rising together with the flooding of the Nile. However the Hebrews, Greeks and, Romans linked
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it to the wildfire season, as per the Samson story. The Danite champion was evidently taken as the
messiah of a widespread solar cult and, along with his canine accomplices, gained heavenly status. As
such, the story made its way to Greece, where the Pelasgians apparently knew him as Aristaeus. Thus
the season, previously established by the Egyptians with flooding, took on a new connection with crop
burning wildfires. Thus explaining why certain stars were “dogs” and, how the Sun, in conjunction with the
“dog stars” was responsible for burning fields. So, certainly the Greeks and the Romans have their roles to
play in the continuum but in my view, we are remiss in overlooking the influence of the Hebrews when
considering the origin of the modern idiom of the "dog days," particularly as it has to do with the account of
Samson and his field blazing foxes.

Featured image: Crop of " Canis Major , Lepus, Columba Noachi  & Cela Sculptoris ", plate 30
in  Urania's Mirror . ( Wikimedia Commons ).
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