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If we look even more closely at Van Gogh's Starry Night and Olive Trees than before (remembering the
mathematical precision), we may discern additional prophetic elements of Joseph's dream, Revelation 3:20,
Gethsemane's isolation and the new moon, beautiful pictures of where we are right now.

Details: the new moon (expected tomorrow, my birthday )

Venus as morning star above the Cypress tree. 

Cypress [N] [S]
(Heb. tirzah, "hardness"), mentioned only in Isaiah 44:14 (RSV, "holm tree"). The oldest Latin version
translates this word by ilex, i.e., the evergreen oak, which may possibly have been the tree intended; but there
is great probability that our Authorized Version is correct in rendering it "cypress." This tree grows
abundantly on the mountains of Hermon. Its wood is hard and fragrant, and very durable. Its foliage is dark
and gloomy. It is an evergreen (Cupressus sempervirens). "Throughout the East it is used as a funereal tree;
and its dark, tall, waving plumes render it peculiarly appropriate among the tombs."
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11 stars, reminiscent of Joseph's dream

Note, the church is dark | Revelation 3:20

Reference to Genesis and Gethsemaneh, Christ's isolation.

http://ir.uiowa.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1098&context=wwqr


Joseph's dream: 11 stars

Then he dreamed still another dream and told it to his brothers, saying, “Look, I have dreamed another dream.
And this time, the sun, the moon and the eleven stars bowed down to me.”GENESIS 37:9

BIBLICAL MEANING OF VINCENT VAN GOGH'S MOST FAMOUS ART: A GENESIS QUOTE?

WHY DID VAN GOGH PAINT EXACTLY 11 STARS? BY PAINTING EXACTLY ELEVEN STARS IN
THE STARRY NIGHT PAINTING, VINCENT VAN GOGH MIGHT HAVE BEEN DIRECTLY REFERENCING
GENESIS 37:9, A KEY VERSE IN THE BIBLICAL ACCOUNT OF JOSEPH, A "DREAMER" AND AN
OUTCAST IN THE COMPANY OF HIS ELEVEN OLDER BROTHERS. IT ISN'T HARD TO SEE WHY VAN
GOGH MIGHT HAVE IDENTIFIED WITH JOSEPH IN THE BIBLE. IN THE BIBLE, JOSEPH WAS THROWN
INTO A PIT, SOLD INTO SLAVERY, AND UNDERWENT YEARS OF IMPRISONMENT, MUCH LIKE VAN
GOGH DID THE LAST YEARS OF HIS LIFE IN THE ARLES ASYLUM. NO MATTER WHAT JOSEPH DID HE
COULD NOT RECEIVE THE ACCEPTANCE OR RESPECT OF HIS 11 OLDER BROTHERS. LIKEWISE,
DESPITE HIS BEST EFFORTS, AS AN ARTIST VAN GOGH FAILED TO RECEIVE THE RECOGNITION OF
ART CRITICS OF HIS DAY.

WIKI
Soon after his arrival in Arles in February 1888, Van Gogh wrote to Theo, "I . . . need a starry night with cypresses
or—perhaps above a field of ripe wheat; there are some really beautiful nights here." That same week, he wrote to
Bernard, "A starry sky is something I should like to try to do, just as in the daytime I am going to try to paint a
green meadow spangled with dandelions."[36] He compared the stars to dots on a map and mused that, as one
takes a train to travel on earth, "we take death to reach a star."[37] Although at this point in his life Van Gogh was
disillusioned by religion,[38][39]he appears not to have lost his belief in an afterlife. He voiced this ambivalence in a
letter to Theo after having painted Starry Night Over the Rhone, confessing to a "tremendous need for, shall I say
the word—for religion—so I go outside at night to paint the stars."[40]

He wrote about existing in another dimension after death and associated this dimension with the night sky. "It
would be so simple and would account so much for the terrible things in life, which now amaze and wound us so, if
life had yet another hemisphere, invisible it is true, but where one lands when one dies."[41] "Hope is in the stars,"
he wrote, but he was quick to point out that "earth is a planet too, and consequently a star, or celestial
orb."[36] And he stated flatly that The Starry Night was "not a return to the romantic or to religious ideas."[42]

Noted art historian Meyer Schapiro highlights the expressionistic aspects of The Starry Night, saying it was
created under the "pressure of feeling" and that it is a "visionary [painting] inspired by a religious
mood."[43] Schapiro theorizes that the "hidden content"[43] of the work makes reference to the New Testament
book of Revelation, revealing an "apocalyptic theme of the woman in pain of birth, girded with the sun and moon
and crowned with stars, whose newborn child is threatened by the dragon."[44] (Schapiro, in the same volume,
also professes to see an image of a mother and child in the clouds in Landscape with Olive Trees,[45] painted at
the same time and often regarded as a pendant to The Starry Night.)[46]\

In both The Starry Night and his olive tree paintings, van Gogh used the intense blue of the sky to
symbolize the "divine and infinite presence" of Jesus. Seeking a "modern artistic language" to represent
the divine, he sought a numinous quality in many of his olive tree paintings, such as by bathing olive trees,
an emblem for Jesus, in "radiant gold light".[25]
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Skye Jethani, author of The Divine Commodity: Discovering a Faith Beyond Consumer Christianity,
asserts that in many of his paintings, the olive tree series in particular, van Gogh conveys the redemptive
quality of sorrow and that even in sorrow, there can be rejoicing. To quote van Gogh's sermon of 1876:

"Sorrow is better than joy... for by the sadness of the countenance, the heart is made better. Our
nature is sorrowful, but for those who have learnt and are learning to look at Jesus Christ, there will
always be reason to rejoice. It is a good word, that of St. Paul: as being sorrowful yet also
rejoicing."[27]

What a beautiful depiction of where we are.

Hug!
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