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As shared prior, now for context, an analysis about Van Gogh and the gospel https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=h5yjhVX8sic

Vincent's walk with God is known to few. He expressed it not only in his art and letters, but through his actions as

well. Enjoy: http://blog.godreports.com/2012/11/vincent-van-goghs-unappreciated-journey-with-christ/

Excerpts

This passage caught my attention:  "... a saintly bishop’s ruminations on the cosmos in Victor Hugo’s Les
Miserables inspired one of Vincent’s most famous works, The Starry Night: Victor Hugo wrote, “He was there
alone with himself, collected, tranquil, adoring, comparing the serenity of his own heart with the serenity of the
skies, moved in the darkness by the visible splendours of the constellations, and the invisible splendour of God,
opening his soul to the thoughts that fall from the Unknown. In such moments offering up his heart at the hour
when the flowers of night inhale their perfume, lighted like a lamp in the centre of The Starry Night…” 

Havlicek made the significant discovery that a saintly bishop’s ruminations on the cosmos in Victor Hugo’s Les
Miserables inspired one of Vincent’s most famous works, The Starry Night:

Victor Hugo wrote, “He was there alone with himself, collected, tranquil, adoring, comparing the serenity of his
own heart with the serenity of the skies, moved in the darkness by the visible splendours of the constellations, and
the invisible splendour of God, opening his soul to the thoughts that fall from the Unknown. In such moments
offering up his heart at the hour when the flowers of night inhale their perfume, lighted like a lamp in the centre of
The Starry Night…”

Vincent used the same title for his painting and Havlicek notes the striking similarities. “The theme of Les
Miserables is redemption,” Havlicek observes. In van Gogh’s painting, “the stars are painted like flowers. There is
an interaction between the earth and heaven. It is as if heaven is reaching down.”

“Starlight implies in Vincent’s view that the darkness of sin, guilt, and death are overcome by divinely mediated
grace.”

“Van Gogh’s interest in the Gospel is very profound,” Havlicek says. His paintings, The Good Samaritan, The
Raising of Lazarus, The Sower, The Sheaf Binder (or harvester) all display Christ-centered themes.
Havlicek even sees the work of Christ in van Gogh’s famous painting of sunflowers. “In 1886 van Gogh found
sunflowers thrown in a street gutter in Paris. He went home and painted these beautiful cast-off flowers. The way
the flowers were transformed through love shows redemption.”

Havlicek even sees the work of Christ in van Gogh’s famous painting of sunflowers. “In 1886 van Gogh found
sunflowers thrown in a street gutter in Paris. He went home and painted these beautiful cast-off flowers. The way
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the flowers were transformed through love shows redemption.”

The Starry Night, 1889

Sunflowers

PS Van Gogh's Sunflowers and Almond blossoms are what inspired my interior design :-) The Lord just gave me a
renewed appreciation.

Blessings!


