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Subject: Hakafot | Encircling the groom | Jericho re-enacted | Simchat Torah | Isaiah 30:26 & Hosea 6:1 | Healing
a burning as an over combined with judgement by fire | Sealing our hearts
To: 

Sweet morning blessings to you all....enjoyed your gourmet, happy foods and spring fellowship reports :-). Just
before my two pink lambs (Laure has a friend over and Ole is away on a sleep over) wake up, this came to mind
concerning the Jericho correspondence:

In a Jewish wedding, the Bride will walk around the groom 7 times. 

Biblical references I collected: 

the book of Jeremiah states that “A woman encompasses a man” [31:22].  
Also in Isaiah 30:26 (KJV) it draws a picture of sevens between the moon and the sun: Moreover the light
of the moon shall be as the light of the sun, and the light of the sun shall be sevenfold, as the light of seven
days, in the day that the LORD bindeth up the breach of his people, and healeth the stroke of their wound.
It parallels the “third day” in Hosea 6:1 Come, and let us return unto the LORD: for He has torn, and He will
heal us; He has smitten and He will bind us up. 2 After two days He will revive us: in the third day He will
raise us up, AND we shall live in His sight? When the Church is restored, the glory of it will pass seven
times the brightness of the sun: for by the sun and moon which are two excellent creations, he shows what
will be the glory of the children of God in the kingdom of Christ. Subsequently in Isaiah 30:27 we read:
Behold, the name of the LORD comes from afar; burning with his anger, and the burden thereof is heavy:
his lips are full of indignation, and his tongue as a devouring fire. This combines shining bright with
judgement by fire.Like we read in Malachi 4:1-2 concerning the “Sun of righteousness” who arises with
healing in his wings comes on a day burning as a oven. 

The notes below lead me to include the battle of Jericho (moon/bride) embodies a circumcision of the heart's walls
from obedience and encompassing it with love and a setting apart of the house of Rahab (bride) as a subset from
the church

Jewish tradition: The Rema (a famous 16th century Jewish scholar, Moshe Isserlis) explained that
because the chuppah evokes the marital chamber, in circling the groom the bride creates a sort of
invisible wall around him and their symbolic new home.  She then enters to join her future husband -
what follows, while graced by the attendance of the community, is essentially a private matter.  An
exclusive space is thereby created, dedicated to the bride and groom alone.

Seven Circles - There are several interpretations of the significance of this number: seven is the
number of days of creation, and the wedding ceremony is the creation of a new household; seven is
the number of times the phrase “when a man takes a wife” occurs in the Bible; seven is the number of
times Joshua circled the walls of Jericho in order to bring them down, and in circling her groom a
bride brings down any wall that may remain between them.  
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The ritual in play
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dkBg3FHrZYk

Hakafot
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Hakafot (הקפות plural); Hakafah (הקפה singular)—meaning "[to] circle" or "going around" in Hebrew—
are a Jewish Minhag in which people walk or dance around a specific object, generally in a religious
setting.

In Judaism, there is a custom on Sukkot to encircle the reader's platform (bimah) with the Four species on
each of the seven days of the holiday. On Simchat Torah, the custom is to take the Torah scrolls out of
the Ark and to encircle the reader’s platform and throughout the synagogue with great joy, singing, and
dancing.

Circular Hakafot are a symbol of perfection and unity, or sometimes a symbol of communal cooperation,
and are cultural practices of different peoples. ...... According to the story told in the Book of Joshua, the
People of Israel (Israelites) walked around the city of Jericho once a day for a week and seven times on
the seventh day, with the priests leading the way, carrying the Ark of the Covenant each time. On the
seventh day, the people blew ram's horns' and shouted, causing the walls to fall and allowing them to
enter the city. 

SV: this one was new to me, akin to 'prayer walking':

In the Temple period, when they wanted to add area to the Temple Mount, they first encircled the desired
area and only after added land to the Temple Mount.
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On Sukkot [ edit ]

During the Shacharit prayers on the first day of Sukkot and the five intermediate days when work is
permitted (Chol HaMoed), a Torah scroll is taken from the Ark and held by one of the members of the
congregation at the reader's platform. The other members of the congregation encircle the reader's
platform once while holding the Four Species and sing the day's Hoshanot Piyyutim. Ashkenazi
Jews have the custom of doing these Hakafot at the end of the Musaf prayers, while some Sefardi
Jews have the custom of doing them before the Torah reading service. However, no Hakafot are done
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on Shabbat.

On Hoshana Raba—the sixth, and final, day of Chol HaMoed—the Torah scroll is taken out and encircled
like the previous days, yet is done so seven times in accordance with the encirclement of Jericho by the
People of Israel. Likewise, in addition to the special Hoshanot Piutyim for Hoshana Raba, the
congregation also sings the Hoshanot Piutyim of the other days.

On Simchat Torah [ edit ]

The Custom [ edit ]

The custom of Hakafot on Simchat Torah appears to have begun no earlier than the 15th century.[1] From
the times of the Rishonim the custom was recorded of taking the Torah scroll out on Hoshana Raba and
Simchat Torah. The Maharil (Yaakov ben Moshe Levi Moelin), "the father of Ashkenazic custom", writes:
"Before taking out the Torah scroll, the reader says the line 'You showed' (אתה הרית) and the
congregation answers with each verse. And when he reaches the line 'The Torah shall come forth from
Zion' (כי מציון תצא תורה), the Torah is removed from the Ark." The Rema (Moses Isserles), in the 16th
century, records the custom of Hakafot and the joy that accompanies the removal of the Torah scrolls from
the Ark.

Even though the practice of Hakafot is done is most communities in Israel, in the past it was not an
accepted custom in some Western European communities and was sometimes strongly resisted. Rabbi
Shlomo Zalman Geiger notes in his book "Diveri Kohelet" (an important source for the customs of the
Jewish community of Frankfurt), that the custom of Ashkenazi Jews was not to do Hakafot and he
chastised whoever tried to do Hakafot, as was the custom of Poland. Likewise, the four communities of
the "Provence Customs" did not accept the custom of Hakafot.

The Order of Hakafot [ edit ]

Hakafot are held (in most communities) at night, at the end of the Maariv prayers and during the day in the
Shacharit prayers, either before or after the Torah reading. Today, the practice is to extend the Hakafot of
Simchat Torah and bring singing and dancing with the Torah scrolls throughout the synagogue. All of the
Torah scrolls are taken from the Ark, and members of the congregation circle the reader’s platform seven
times or more as they carry the Torah scroll with them and say the Piuyt "God of the winds, save us now"
.(אלוהי הרוחות הושיע נא)

In every round of Hakafot the reader, or another member of the congregation, walks at the front of the
procession and reads verses of prayer arranged alphabetically along with the congregation. At the end of
these verses the congregation erupts in song and dance with the Torah scrolls. Children take part in
Hakafot by carrying tiny Torah scrolls or special flags decorated with the symbols of the holiday, and
adults entertain the children by dancing and carrying the children on their shoulders. In the Diaspora,
there is a custom to put an apple with a lit candle on the flag.

In some communities and the Hasidic world there is a custom to observe "The Sixth Hakafa" in
remembrance of the six million Jews who perished in the Holocaust. During this Hakafa, all the Torah
scrolls are placed on the Bima and covered with a Talit (during "Second Hakafot" after the holiday they
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also dim the lights of the synagogue) and the congregation sings a sad nigun. The Modzitz Hasidim sing
the song "Ani Ma'amin" [I believe in the coming of the Messiah] of Azriel-David Fastig—a Modzitz Hasid
who wrote the tune in a traincar on the way to Treblinka—which is closely identified with The Holocaust.

In Israel, Hakafot are held on the 22nd of Tisheri (Shemini Atzeret) and in the Diaspora on the 23rd of
Tisheri (Simchat Torah). However, in some congregations in the Diaspora there is a custom to do Hakafot
both on Shemini Atzeret and Simchat Torah. This custom is accepted by some Hasidic communities (for
example the Chabad Hasidim) and some Sefardi communities. Yet there are those who oppose this
custom out of fear that it will belittle Second Day Yom Tov of the Diaspora.

Second Hakafot [ edit ]

At the conclusion of holiday and the beginning of the Second Day Yom Tov of the Diaspora (Simchat
Torah in the Diaspora), there is a custom in Israel to do Second Hakafot, during which people go into the
streets with Torah scrolls and dance another time. The source of this custom is attributed to Rabbi Hayyim
ben Joseph Vital, who described the customs of his teacher, Isaac Luria, in Safed. Vital explains Luria had
the custom to visit a number of synagogues after Simchat Torah, which delayed the end of the prayer
services and did Hakafot. From there the custom spread to Hebron and the Beit El
Synagogue in Jerusalem, and subsequently spread to other congregations in Jerusalem before becoming
accepted across Israel. The custom spread from Israel to communities in Italy and the Near East
—Turkey, Baghdad, Persia, Kurdistan, and India.

Aside from Luria, additional reasons are recorded:

A connection with the Diaspora, which was beginning celebration at the same time
After the conclusion of the holiday, one is allowed to play instruments and more people can therefore
take part in the celebration, upholding the idea that "with more people comes a greater blessing of
God".
A source for the custom today comes from Rabbi Frankel, a Rabbi in Tel Avivduring the British
Mandate, who initiated Second Hakafot in Tel Aviv in 1942 at the conclusion of Simchat Torah in
solidarity with the Jews of Europe who were destined for a great tragedy.
At the end of the 1950s, people on Kibbutz Tirat Tzvi began the custom of Second Hakafot to connect
the irreligious kibbutzim with the experiences of their neighbors, and its successes caused Bnei
Akiva branches in large cities to adopt the practice. After the Six-Day War and the changes within the
religious-nationalist community, the custom spread across the country. It became a proposal of
synagogues, community centers, Yeshivas, and community councils.

Hakafot of the Groom [ edit ]

In some Ashkenazic communities from Western Europe there is a custom that when a bride to comes to
the Chuppah, she circles the groom three or seven times, and afterward stands by his side. The earliest
source for this custom comes in 1430 CE in the commentary of Rabbi Dosa HaYoni on the Torah, which
notes that Austrian Jews had the custom of brides to circle three times. He attributes it to Jeremiah 31:21,
which states, "Since God created new things in the world, woman shall encircle man." As time passed the
custom changed to seven times in some communities, and the change may have resulted from the
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importance of the number seven in Kabbalah. As time passed other explanations for the custom's change
—for example a symbol that just as the walls of Jericho that fell after Joshua and the people of Israel
circled it seven times so too should the walls between spouses fall as well. An additional reason given is
that Hakafot are a commemoration of the seven conditions of betrothal in the Book of Hosea symbolic of
the engagement between God and Israel. Alternately, the custom remembers the three ways in Jewish
law a marriage becomes binding: money, contract, and sexual intercourse. It is also possible that the
custom was created with the influences of other cultures in the region.

Hakafot of the Dead [ edit ]

In Mizrahi communities there used to be a custom among those who dealt with the dead to encircle the
bed of a deceased person seven times before burial and to say verses of Psalms, like Psalm 90 and "May
God who gives strength" [אנא בכח] as a way to ward off evil spirits. The custom came from Kabbalah but
today is rarely practiced except for far-off places when an important person dies. This was also the
practice of an older generation of Ashkenazi Jews, as well as the Perushim; that when family members
died they were treated like Rabbis and important community members.
From prior sharings: Simchat Torah

On Sumchat Torah we find the execution of Hoshana Rabbah judgement
The Simhat Torah festivities begin with the evening service. All the synagogue's Torah scrolls are
removed from the ark and are carried around the sanctuary in a series of
seven hakafot (circuits, prophetic implications sent earlier). Although each hakafa need only
encompass one circuit around the synagogue, the dancing and singing with the Torah often
continues much longer, and may overflow from the synagogue onto the streets.
The morning service is also uniquely characterized by the calling up of each male member (in some
Orthodox, and in the majority of non-Orthodox congregations, male and female members) of the
congregation for an aliyah. There is also a special aliyah for all the children (under 13 for boys and
12 for girls). This relates to the Bat (girls 12) and Bar (boys at 13) Mitswa ages of beginning
accountability to provide testimony and responsibility under the law. The morning service, like that
of other Jewish holidays, includes a special holiday Amidah, the saying of Hallel, and a
holiday Mussaf service. When the ark is opened to take out the Torah for the Torah reading, all
the scrolls are again removed from the ark and the congregation again starts
the seven hakafot just like in the evening.
When King Solomon dedicated the Temple, it says (Kings II 3) “And Solomon woke up and it was a
dream (holy inspiration had come upon him) and he came to Jerusalem and stood before the G-d’s Holy
Ark and he brought up burnt-offerings and peace-offerings and made a feast for all his servants.” The
sages said: ”We learn from here that one makes a feast and rejoices when one completes the Torah.”
Torah readings during the day: The Torah readings during Simchat Torah day include the Torah section
of Zot HaBrocha.Since everyone is called up to the Torah during the day, this Torah section is repeated
many times until everyone has had a turn. The reading is concluded with three special honorees who are
called up only on Simchat Torah. One is called up for “Kol Ha-Ne’arim” which is the last reading before
the reading that concludes the Torah. One person over the age of bar mitzvah recites the beginning and
concluding blessings on the Torah and all the under-age youths in the synagogue stand next to him with
a canopy draped over their heads, and recite the blessings of the Torah with him. After the concluding
blessings, everyone says: “Hamalach Hagoel Osi.” The one called up for the reading to conclude the
Torah is the rabbi or some other synagogue dignitary. 
The last parashah of the Torah, V'Zot HaBerachah, at the end of Deuteronomy (33:1-34:12), is read from
the first scroll, followed immediately by the first chapter (and part of the second) of the Book of Genesis
(1:1-2:3), which is read from the second scroll. It is a special honor to receive the last aliyah of the Book
of Deuteronomy; the person receiving that aliyah is called the Chatan Torah (the groom of the Torah) or
Kallat Torah (the bride of the Torah). Likewise, it is a special honor to receive the first aliyah of the Book
of Genesis; that person is called Chatan B'reishit (the groom of Genesis) or Kallat B'reishit (the bride of
Genesis)." is called the Chatan Torah (“groom of the Torah”) after the verse “Moses commanded us the
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Torah,it is a heritage (morasha) / fiance (me’ursa)” — as if he was engaged to the Torah and is its groom.
When the Torah reading is concluded, the entire congregation calls out loud Chazak chazak V’nischazek
— ”Strengthen yourselves, strengthen yourselves and we will be strong.”Then the Chatan Breishit (the
“groom” of the Torah’s beginning section) is called up to read from a second Torah scroll. The first
section of Breishit is read up to the conclusion of Creation (Gen. 2:3).
Heart symbolism and circle tradition: according to rabbinical tradition "Torah is forever like a dance in a
circle, whose end right away becomes its beginning". A hint to this can be found in the verse “Put me like
a seal (signature) on your heart” (Song of Songs 8). The last Torah portion of Zot HaBracha ends with
the letter lamed, and the Torah begins Breishit with the letter beit, which together forms lev, heart. The
verse is hinting that when you conclude the Torah with the letter lamed, make sure you start right away
with the beit of Breishit. 

Blessed Sabbath dear ones,
Sabine


